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Munster Branch, Irish Table Tennis Association
         Annual Report 2025- 2026 Season
Executive Committee
17 Committee meetings were held during the season with an average attendance rate for all members combined at 68%. 
Primary Strategic Themes – Progress Report Phase 1
Participation & Sport Development
Affiliated membership growth – 245 for the season  - up 12% on 2024/25 season
Gender balance – 21% Female members and 79% Male members – slight drop in female membership from the 2024/25 season. 
Active Schools growth. A total of 12 primary schools – up two from last season -  participated in invitational events held in Cork during the season, while in the All-Ireland Qualifier Competition 2 primary schools and 5 secondary schools from 3 counties participated. A total of 105 players took part which was a slight improvement on last year. Outside of Cork, responses were received from Waterford, Clare and Kerry Sports Partnerships to engage in the Munster Primary Schools Activation Programme, which is being run by Conn Higgnins, CCDO for Munster.
In Waterford,3 city schools and 3 Tramore schools engaged in the Programme. Some of the schools had 3x30 min. sessions while the others had 2x45min.13 classes with just over 400 pupils. Great support was provided by coaches from Waterford TT Stars in assisting with the Programme, which culminated in a schools’ festival. 
In Clare, Ennis was the focal point with 5 schools taking part. The Programme was very successful with over 300 pupils taking part. 
There was a huge response from Kerry Primary schools from all ends of the county to the
programme.12 schools participated from large town schools to small remote schools.
Over 450 pupils tasted table tennis. As the geographical spread was huge , 2 festivals took place in the North and South of the county.
The wider Munster Schools and Community Activation Programme has also been ably assisted by the visits to Cork and Waterford  from Jing Yi Graham. In Cork  she delivered two Activator Award courses at MTU, taster sessions at Regina Mundi College and took part in the Her Moves Festival . In Waterford a Women Only Bat & Chat programme was delivered  along with participation in the Her Moves Shine Festival. These programmes have been delivered in partnership with the local sports partnerships in these counties. 

Inclusion. The Munster Para Squad has been decimated through withdrawals during the season and Para training camps were integrated into the provincial performance camps held during the season. Munster TT have assisted SO Munster in preparing the SO Munster TT Squad for the Ireland Games later in June. The mixed ability participation model continues to be developed  - Beech Hill, Cork has now affiliated to the Mixed Ability Sports International association IMAS. Beech Hill will seek to develop a mixed ability doubles format for competitions to be trialled in Munster next year. A 6-week programme was held in SETU Waterford for those suffering with Parkinsons/Dementia , supported by Waterford Sports Partnership.

Club Development.  Club development continues to thrive. Beech Hill has increased its membership by 100%, Carrigtwohill numbers are growing also. Leeside club doing well while in Waterford , SETU club and TT stars are growing stronger and providing a great outlet for all ages. Hub development is ongoing in Ballinlough, Cork City, while Clare SP actively trying to create an Ennis hub also.

Brilliant Events
The 2026 Munster Open went ahead and was a success, notwithstanding the extended conclusion to both Saturday’s and Sunday’s programmes.  Due to a significant increase in the level of entries   -366, a 100% increase on the previous Munster Open in 20204 – the Branch were able to avoid the more usual loss associated with this event. A special feature in this year’s Open was the Parkinson’s category for which 4 entries were received. The Branch hosted the Munster Veterans Championships this year in Waterford thanks to the support from the SETU Arena and TT Stars clubs in Waterford City.  Munster entered an increased number of teams for the 2026 Inter Provincials  - 10 teams across all the categories and from 4 different counties – and had its best results for the last 20 years or so. Both U/13 Boys and Girls teams won their respective categories, while the U/15 Girls finished second for the second year running. Munster finished second to Ulster in the Junior team competition while Samanta Pusinskaite from Leeside won the Colum Slevin Award for best overall Junior performance. The upward trajectory for Munster Junior players continued into the All Ireland Primary Schools Championships where two Cork schools, St Anthony’s Boys NS and Scoil Nioclais NS won the Boys and Girls Championships respectively. We would also like to point out the success of the Irish Boys and Girls teams in the Primary Schools International Competition where Munster players from Leeside TT Club made up 3 of the 8 team players. Finally, the Branch notes and is delighted with the international development and success of Para player Kevin O’Callaghan from Beech Hill TT club this season.
Ranking Events. The number of entries was up by 20% compared to last season and the first time in a number of years, events were held outside of Cork County.
05 Oct – Cork – 108 entries
23 Nov – Waterford – 101 entries
14 Dec – Cork – 73 entries
22 Feb – Waterford – 87 entries

Building Profile
Sponsorship. The Branch achieved a lead sponsor for the Munster Open this year which helped greatly with the financial outcome. The Committee hopes to continue with this sponsorship for 2027 and to  secure sponsorship for the Inter Provincial programme.  

Organisational Strength & Capacity
Regional Development Officer. Conn Higgins continued in the part time role of CCDO this season and will do so for the remainder of this year. 
Gender Balance in Committee. The Committee for the 2025/2026 season has had a female representation of 28%. This has not been sustained into next season unfortunately.
Level 1 Coaching Course completed  Sept – Dec 2025 with 9 graduates
The Executive Committee has completed a review (May 2026) of the TTI Regulations for the Munster Branch, which will be forwarded to the TTI Board for consideration and approval, as part of an overall audit of Munster governance and operational management. Parallel to this review is consultation with TTI members in Munster through a survey that will inform the third element of the audit i.e. the creation of a set of SOPs that will govern how various activities managed by Munster Branch on behalf of TTI are to be conducted. 
Executive Committee for 2026/27 Season: 
Chairperson: Philip Shaw (interim)
Secretary: vacant
Treasurer: Daniel Kovac
Member: Eoin Kelly
Member: Declan Conroy
Member: Gary Mahoney
Member: Stefan Yan Theunissen
Member: Ben Haughton
Member: Catherine Morrissey


Philip Shaw
Interim Chair, Munster Branch Executive Committee 2025/2026
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